Herd-level seroprevalence of fasciolosis in cattle in north central Portugal.
An epidemiological study of Fasciola hepatica in cattle was implemented in the north central region of Portugal. Both an enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay and an egg shedding quantification technique were used in the follow-up of seven herds. Two of these herds were negative and the other five were positive for F. hepatica. A herd cut-off of value of 0.425 optical density was calculated and herd sensitivity (HSe) and herd specificity (HSp) were defined. Three seroprevalence studies were also implemented in the region with stratification by county sub-regions for a period of 18 months. Overall mean herd prevalence in Vagos of 11, 23 and 48% was progressively found for the three studies, respectively.